
Much of Berkeley’s infrastructure – streets, roads, sidewalks, storm drains, parks, public buildings, the 
marina and waterfront – was built more than 70 years ago during the Works Projects Administration and 
is approaching the end of its lifespan. Aging infrastructure, in combination with exponentially worsening 
predictions of climate change impacts, could have serious consequences for Berkeley's future.

The $100 million-dollar Measure T1 General Obligation Bond, approved by voters in 2016, is already hard at 
work to repair or replace existing infrastructure issues and outdated public facilities. However, future needs 
are beyond the scope of what this measure can provide. As our infrastructure ages, we need a plan to make 
sure our streets, sidewalks, sewer systems and buildings are resilient enough to handle a growing population 
and climate change, including sea-level rise, climate-induced flooding and year-round wildfires. We must also 
make sure that this new infrastructure system is integrated, environmentally and financially sustainable, and 
utilizes the latest technology so that our city can be prepared for decades to come.

To achieve this, Mayor Arreguin has launched Vision 2050, a citizen-led effort to develop the framework 
for a 30-year sustainable infrastructure plan. After an 18-month planning period, this task force made up 
of four working groups – Quality of Life, Environment, Technology and Finance Management – will provide 
a report to city staff on existing conditions, best practices, community feedback and recommendations for 
moving forward. The information in this report will be used to guide the plan development and implementation 
of climate-smart, technologically-advanced, integrated and efficient infrastructure. 

Goals of Vision 2050 Framework for a Long-Term Sustainable Infrastructure Plan

             Respond to climate change and natural disaster impacts with adaptable infrastructure solutions

             Include emerging technologies and materials

             Build upon and incorporates the work of past plans to create a path forward that is holistically considered

             Propose creative and sustainable funding strategies

             Emphasize community involvement in determining future needs and participation in implementation

During this study process, we hope to hear from as many residents as possible and will incorporate all feedback 
in the final report. Your thoughts and concerns will contribute to the future plan development as well as a 
more robust, city-led community process at that time. 

Three phases of community engagement are planned as part of this study process: Information sessions in 
fall 2018, interactive workshops in early 2019, and presenting draft findings for comment in fall 2019.
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To get involved, contact the Vision 2050 Task Force Chair Ray Yep at rayyep1@gmail.com.

INTRODUCING VISION 2050
A NEW APPROACH TO BERKELEY’S INFRASTRUCTURE


